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The star of Australian Butterfly Sanctuary

AUSTRALIAN BUTTERFLY SANCTUARY is the

largest butterfly flight aviary and exhibit in Australia - an all-

weather experience in the heart of Kuranda. Home to over 1500

magnificent tropical butterflies, you'll be enchanted by the aerial

dynamics of these elusive wonders of nature as you wander

through the aviary's rainforest gardens.

All butterflies are local rainforest species, including the electric

blue Ulysses and the majestic green and yellow Cairns Birdwing

butterflies.

detailing a butterfly's life

cycle and behaviour are available at no extra cost throughout the

day. Be sure to wear something bright (we recommend red, white

or hot pink) and let these beautiful and colourful creatures flutter

all over you as you wander through!

Have your photo taken surrounded by beautiful Ulysses and Cairns

Birdwing butterflies as a souvenir of your memorable visit to our

gardens (extra cost).

GUIDED AVIARY TOURS

NEW BUTTERFLY PHOTO EXPERIENCE

A NEW MICROSCOPIC DISPLAY is now included

in the “Behind-The-Scenes” Laboratory Tour. The device is

connected directly to a computer via USB, turning it into a great tool

for exploration of our butterflies! The digital camera captures

video and images, shown on a large screen so visitors can view the

anatomy and structure of several different rainforest species up

close. Observe the tiny scales that produce the iridescent electric

blue colour of the Ulysses, and the bright yellow abdomen and red

thorax of the Cairns Birdwing.
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BEHIND-THE-SCENES

LABORATORY TOUR

After walking through the aviary, your guide will take you to the

breeding laboratory, which houses up to 4,000 caterpillars.

This interesting and educational experience provides an

opportunity to view at first hand the breeding laboratory through

special viewing windows, where you will see the caterpillars in their

varying stages of development.

All of our butterflies are hand reared on the premises. To

continuously stock the Butterfly Sanctuary, the laboratory staff

collect and clean eggs, "hand-raising" the caterpillars right through

to the chrysalis stage, until they are released as butterflies into the

Sanctuary.

After your tour, see butterflies from around the world in the

museum exhibit.

The aviary's rainforest gardens

Experience butterfl ies

up close
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